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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
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Departing Coldwater Hut (from Nelson
Lakes - Mount Angelus trip)



a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police.  Members (particularly Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We  meet  on  Wednesdays  7:30  pm  at  Room  KA04,  Kirkwood  Village,  the
University of Canterbury. For a map go to  www.ctc.org.nz and click the  Social Calendar
link. A variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and
biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor
980-8224 or email kate-taylor@clear.net.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp..

Wednesday 29 April Club Night

Annual General Meeting: This is your opportunity as a member to help contribute to the
running of the club by standing for one of the available committee positions. All positions
on the committee are annually elected by the club membership attending the AGM, and
anyone can stand for any position: this is encouraged. We need you! Details of the roles
are in the 2014 CTC Club Rules, which can be downloaded from the web site.

Saturday 2 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Banks Peninsula - Oashore Bay loop: Oashore Bay is an indent
in the south-east coast of Banks Peninsula, just before it runs into
the shingle  of  Kaitorete  Spit  at  Birdlings  Flat,  thatwas used by
Maori as a harbour. The route will  be across the outlet of Lake
Forsythe, over the headland (pt 181 m) to Oashore Bay, then onto
the next headland, returning via pt 420 m past the Oruaka Pa site.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 30 Apr

Map: BY24 

Approx: $10

Weekend 2-3 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com

Mt  Technical,  Lewis  Tops  camp:  Flushed  with  success  on
Gloriana, Natasha is off to the Lewis Pass area again. This time its
up on to the tarn studded tussock Lewis Tops. Great camping and
then a good scramble up Mt Technical.

Grade: Moderate

Closed: 23 Apr

Map: BT23 

Approx: $40

Sunday 3 May Early start 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au

Mt Taylor:  At  2333  m,  Mt  Taylor  is  the  highest  of  Canterbury
"foothills". Trampers often attempt this peak with an overnight stay
at Double Hut. But this time we'll attempt it in a single day from
Christchurch. It will be an early start from Christchurch -- probably
7 am but maybe earlier, so make sure that you contact the leader.

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 30 Apr

Map: BX19 

Approx: $35
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Sunday 3 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Peak Hill:  Pat  Barrett  rates  it  'unequivocally  outstanding'  as  a
viewpoint  and a 'special  place for  mood and light'  and he has
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a well-
graded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit
at 1240 m, to give about 600 m height gain altogether. A great trip
at any time of year.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 30 Apr

Map: BW20 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 6 May Club Night

Adventure In Nepal, Part 1: Bryce and his two companions, Fez and Jagat, intended a
winter trek of the Annapurna Circuit in central Nepal. In October last year, a storm and a
subsequent avalanche on Thorung La Pass (5416 m) caused at least 43 deaths in a 24
hour period. But January, although colder since it's winter, is meant to be pretty much
precipitation free. "Meant to be" should be emphasised. After heading off from Besisahar,
we had a couple days of rain that fell as heavy snow on Thorung La and the authorities
(working under new, post-disaster regulations) closed the pass. Over about a week, we
trekked up to Upper Pisang, in the shadow of the awe-inspiring north face of Annapurna
II (7937 m). But Thorung La stayed closed and so we bailed out, back to Besishar in a
"Jeep" - very substantially the scariest aspect of the adventure. We had been defeated
but it was still  an awesome trip. *PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG OR CUP if you
would like a cup of tea or coffee. The club is currently several mugs (and a sink and
running water) short of a full kitchen*

Saturday 9 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914
susan@toniq.co.nz

Norma: A nice 1000-odd m climb to Norma, 1722 m, in the Opera
Range (Lewis Pass),  with a surprisingly good track (not on the
map) through most of the bush, then open tussock leading to a
rocky ridge. Be one of the relatively few people to discover what a
lovely tramp this is. We may do an early start - make sure your
name's on the list or you have contacted the leader.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 7 May

Map: BT23 

Approx: $30

Saturday 9 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905 

Robinsons Bay to Okains Peak via Lavericks: From Robinsons
Bay Valley Road we will ascend to the Summit Rd, then through
the Land of the Fairies to Lavericks, a 755 m peak on the Akaroa
crater rim with 360 degree views. We will then descend back to
the  Summit  Road  to  bag  Okains  Peak  before  returning  to
Robinsons Bay. Rehydration at Little River. The round trip should
take about 5 hours. Kids are OK, but contact the leader first.

Grade: Easy/family

Closes: 7 May

Map: BX25 

Approx: $20
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Weekend 9-10 May 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Keith Dekkers 332-1908
keithdek@hotmail.com

Crow Hut: Arthur's Pass area. The Crow Valley is one range west
of Arthur's Pass village. Starting at Klondyke Corner, travel starts
on the gravel riverbed, usually involving a river crossing or two
(sometimes not at all if the river is low) but eventually becomes
grassy river flats. Some more river travel in the lower Crow and
then pick up the track to the Crow hut. A short walk past the hut
gives views of the south face of Mt Rolleston and the Crow glacier
icefall.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 30 Apr

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees

Sunday 10 May Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Port Hills: A trip somewhere on the Port Hills. Contact the leader
for details or just sign up and take your chances.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 7 May

Map:  

Approx:

Wednesday 13 May Club Night

The Darren Mountains with Richard K:  Back in March Richard Kimberley headed to
the Darren mountains in Fiordland with the intention of climbing Mitre peak and to do the
Macpherson-Talbot traverse, a classic alpine day tramp. To be sure he had a climbing
partner when the forecast was good he admits to cheating a bit by hiring a guide for the
week. And so, after knocking off the aforementioned trips and with 3 days left to fill at the
end of that week, it was decided to make an attempt on the North buttress of Sabre peak,
a sought after Darrens multipitch rock climb. Did he knock the bugger off? Come and
hear Richard tell it how it was, see his exclusive, slightly dizzying footage, and find out!
*PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG OR CUP if you would like a cup of tea or coffee.
The club is currently several mugs (and a sink and running water) short of a full kitchen*

Saturday 16 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ted's Track: This is a route linking the Maori Reserve Road end
of the Blowhard Track and the Mt Richardson Bypass track . The
trip will start at the end of Maori Reserve Road, a short section of
the Blowhard Track, then along Ted's Track, up the Bypass Track
and back down the Blowhard Track. A nice round trip, mostly in
bush and providing an interesting variation to walks in that area.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 14 May

Map: BW23 
BW22 

Approx: $15
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Sunday 17 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Ladbrooks Hill: 1030 m (A9V0). Now that the wasps are chilled,
it's time to reclaim our bush and bag another peak. Located at the
entrance to the Ashley Gorge, overlooking Lees Valley, Ladbrooks
Hill  affords great views over the Ashley Gorge, Lees Valley and
the Puketeraki Range. Time 4 - 5 hours.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 14 May

Map: BW22 

Approx: $15

Sunday 17 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS Tours presents, "How to get lost for beginners":  A
chance to  learn  and practise  some basic  bush  craft  skills  and
survival tips, in case you ever get "misplaced" on a tramping trip.
Due to popular demand this will be similar to the earlier TORTIS
tours run late last year. This is a interesting way for new trampers
to learn and refine the simple skills  of  route finding,  building a
shelter, lighting a fire, what to do if the trip leader is lost etc. Bring
your normal day backpack, a big lunch and a sense of humour,
because everything else required for the course will be provided.
Each trip is restricted to a max of four people.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 14 May

Map: BW22 

Approx: $15

Wednesday 20 May Club Night

Adventure  in  Nepal,  Part  2:  Having  been defeated  by the  weather  on  the  eastern
section of the Annapurna Circuit,  Bryce, Fez and Jagat traveled (via Pokhara) to the
western  end.  Over  about  ten  days  they completed a loop with  spectacular  views  of
famous mountains Daulagiri, Machhapuchhre and Annapurna South, in glorious weather
and in the presence of wonderful Himalayan people, forests and birdlife. In many ways
this was quite a different experience from Part 1, but equally as awesome. *PLEASE
BRING YOUR OWN MUG OR CUP if you would like a cup of tea or coffee. The club is
currently several mugs (and a sink and running water) short of a full kitchen*

Saturday 23 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Redcliffe  Stream:  This  stream  enters  Rakaia  River  from  the
south,  opposite  Lake Coleridge village.  It  follows a narrow,  but
tracked, gorge up towards Redcliffe Saddle, between the Mt Hutt
and Black Hill Ranges.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 21 May

Map: BW20 

Approx: $25
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Sunday 24 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Mt Cloudsley to Mt Enys:  Here's  another  chance to  bag four
2,000-m peaks in a single day. From Castle Hill Village we'll climb
~1300 m along Long Spur to Mt Cloudsley (2107 m) then head
south along the Craigieburn ridge, over Pt  2089 m to Mt Enys
(2194  m),  the  highest  point  on  the  Craigieburn  Range.  The
descent will  be over Carn Brae (2090 m) and along Dead Man
Spur and out  through the bouldered landscape of  Kura Tawhiti
(Castle Hill) Reserve. If there is snow around you'll need to have
done your basic snow craft or equivalent for this trip, but if you
have  it  is  a  pretty  good  introduction  to  more  serious  alpine
tramping: ice axe and crampons (and the ability to use them) will
possibly be required. Note - there could be an early start - contact
the leader.

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 21 May

Map: BW20 

Approx: $20

Sunday 24 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS Tours presents, "How to get lost for beginners":  A
chance to  learn  and practise  some basic  bush  craft  skills  and
survival tips, in case you ever get "misplaced" on a tramping trip.
Due to popular demand this will be similar to the earlier TORTIS
tours run late last year. This is a interesting way for new trampers
to learn and refine the simple skills  of  route finding,  building a
shelter, lighting a fire, what to do if the trip leader is lost etc. Bring
your normal day backpack, a big lunch and a sense of humour,
because everything else required for the course will be provided.
Each trip is restricted to a max of four people.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 21 May

Map: BW22 

Approx: $15

Wednesday 27 May Club Night

Newsletter  Folding:  Please  come  along  to  help  with  the  monthly  mail  out  of  our
newsletter. Be the first to find out what the latest trips are. Plan and scheme your next
outing with other, like-minded, people. *PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG OR CUP if
you would like a cup of tea or coffee. The club is currently several mugs (and a sink and
running water) short of a full kitchen*

Saturday 30 May 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz

Mt Williams:  We'll cross the Bealey and then the Mingha River,
then follow the Edwards River to Edwards Hut. From there we'll
climb steeply to Williams Saddle then more gradually along the
long ridge over Pt 1560 m to the summit of Mt Williams (1718 m).
The return will take us back along the ridge to just short of Pt 1560
m, then descend west through the bush to the Mingha, which we
will follow back to the car(s). There may be an early start so make
sure you contact the leader

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 28 May

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30
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Long  Weekend  30  May-1  June  Queens
Birthday weekend 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Tomyu Hu 03 3433 887 

Mueller Hut:  A trip to popular Mueller Hut, in Mt Cook National
Park. Leave Friday evening. Saturday involves 1100 meter climb.
Sunday we can do a side trip to  Mounts Kitchener or Annette,
Monday  return  home.  Schedule  is  weather  dependent.  If  the
weather is marginal we may drop the middle day and just make it
a two day trip only. Staying in the huts for 3 nights from Friday
through to Sunday night will be $95 or camping for 3 nights will be
approximately  half  the  cost  of  hut  fees,  but  it  will  be  cold.
Depending on how much snow falls prior to the trip Ice axe and
crampons may be required discuss with leader.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 21 May

Map: BX15 BY15

Approx: $50+Accom

Saturday 6 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz

Black Range / Mt Misery: We'll start from the West Coast Road
bridge over Broad Stream just before the Bealey settlement. We'll
head up Broad Stream, then McKay Stream, climbing out on the
true right to the more northerly of the two Pts 1854 m. From there
we'll follow the ridge over Pt 1911 m to Mt Misery, then descend
directly to the West Coast Road. There is likely to be an early
start, so make sure that you contact the leader.

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 4 Jun

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30

Weekend 6-7 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson
bill@billjohnson.co.nz

Cloudy Peak: Cloudy Peak is an imposing buttress of remarkably
sound (for NZ) rock offering multi pitch rock climbs. For those of
us less inclined to  the vertical  there is a handy scree run with
some easier scrambling that tramper types can ascend to get to
the summit. And its worth the slog up the scree as Cloudy Peak at
2403m is higher than pretty much everything on the Main Divide
between it and the Tasman sea. So, weather permitting, the views
are superb. There will be a crossing of the Clyde River so wet feet
are  also  on  the  menu,  and  camping  will  be  chilly  so  come
prepared.

Grade: ModHard to
Hardish 
depending 
on route

Closes: 28 May

Map: BX18 BX17

Approx: $35
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Sunday 7 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
trampgeek@gmail.com

Bobs Knob via  Lake Rubicon:  Lake Rubicon is  a  pretty little
body of water tucked amongst the foothills south of Mt Torlesse.
We intend to reach it starting from Brooksdale Road and walking
along  a  tributary  to  the  Rubicon  River  (after  "crossing  the
Rubicon" itself).  From the western end of the lake we'll  climb a
spur to Pt 1261 m then turn south west to Pt 1220 m, popularly
known as Bobs Knob. It's then a short descent down a scree slope
and  a  dogleg  spur  to  the  Big  Tree  parking  area  where  a
conveniently enshuffled car will be awaiting us.

Grade: EasyMod+

Closes: 4 Jun

Map: BW21 

Approx: $15

Saturday 13 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Tiromonana Bush: This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of
the  Kate  Valley Landfill.  The track  loops around from Mt  Cass
Road to a cliff lookout (Tiromoana means "view of the sea"). We
will go to a beach, then up to Ella Peak Scenic Reserve and return
via  the  Ella  Ponds  Wetlands,  which  are  being  protected  and
restored.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 11 Jun

Map: BV25 

Approx: $20

Weekend 13-14 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Gareth Gilbert 981-1737
gilbert.gareth@gmail.com

Otehake Hot Pools: This is a classic club trip to the Otehake Hot
Pools. After crossing the Otira River it is an easy stroll along the
Taramakau and up to Lake Kaurapataka. The flood track along the
Otehake River is a bit challenging but we might be able to follow
the river if we are lucky. There is a great camp site on an island
next to the pools. On Sunday it is either the same way back or we
follow the Otehake all the way downstream to the Taramakau.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 4 Jun

Map: BU20 BU21

Approx: $40

Saturday 20 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Alford: At 1171 m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half
way  between  Mts  Hutt  and  Somers.  We will  access  it  via  an
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic
Reserve - small, but includes some good stands of beech. There
is a 4WD track up part of the way to about 900 m and then a route
through sub alpine vegetation to the summit which affords great
views  of  the  surrounding  area.  600  m height  gain.  Return  the
same way.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 18 Jun

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20
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Saturday 27 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
david.sutton@cdhb.govt.nz

Black Hill:  We'll follow the track up Redcliffe Stream, cross the
plateau by Pt  907 m to the track at Cascade Glen.  Then we'll
continue to the hut andclimb the ridge via Pt 1764 m to the summit
of Black Hill (2067 m). Descent will be via Redcliffe Hill.

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 25 Jun

Map: BW20 

Approx: $25

Sunday 28 June 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Sumner/Godley Head/Taylors Mistake: This trip on the Port Hills
will start on the Captain Thomas Track from Sumner up to Evans
Pass - around 200 m height gain. Once on top, we can have a
great tramp out to Godley Head to explore the gun emplacements,
before dropping down to Boulder Bay for lunch. From there, it is
on to Taylors Mistake and the Sumner Bluffs Track (part of which
is still closed) back to Sumner. Round trip around 10 km, 5 - 6
hours.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 25 Jun

Map: BX25 

Approx: $5

Sunday 5 July 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rakaia Gorge Walkway/Terrace Downs: This is a nice easy trip,
mainly  following  the  cliffs  and  river  terraces  above  the  gorge,
giving great views of the gorge and surrounding landscape. The
walkway  starts  in  farmland,  then  enters  areas  of  regenerating
native bush. We will  make a short detour to Terrace Downs for
morning tea and re-join the walkway at the end where there is a
good viewpoint. A short loop takes us down to the Rakaia itself
and  we  return  the  same  way,  passing  the  disused  Snowdon
Coalmine.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 2 Jul

Map: BX20 

Approx: $20
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Trip Reports
14-15 March 2015

Amber Col and Sudden Valley

Amber Col and Sudden Valley 

Five of us keen trampers ventured out for the weekend on a classic route.   There is a
variety of terrain and some awesome scenery.  Sadly my photos don’t really do justice to
the terrain and sights we saw.  We arrived at Hawdon shelter in good time on Saturday
morning and departed up the Hawdon river towards the hut with the sun trying its best to
break through the fog.  We arrived at Hawdon hut before midday before heading up for
lunch beside the Twin Falls stream.  The sun was out in full force by this time and we didn’t
really feel like leaving such a great spot on a sunny settled autumn day.  Our next turn was
off the main track after Walker Col.  Not that I actually noticed exactly where Walker Col
exactly is.  Our route was now up the creek bed to Amber Col.  Conditions were ideal for
us with low rivers levels.  After another break for refreshments in the creek bed, we carried
on to top out of the creek bed into Amber Col.  

  

The camp site is ideal with good flat areas and a fresh mountain stream feeding straight
out  of  the  rock  face  above.  While  the  campsite  is  exposed  to  wind,  the  views  and
surrounding  peaks  and  long  views  are  more  than  worth  it.  Falling  mountain  was  an
objective to climb before nightfall.  It may be more apt to call it Fallen Mountain.  Pretty
much looks like a bomb blast site over the top of the ridge with massive boulders strewn
about and well worth a look.  Sitting around outside lasted for a few hours until the cold got
a bit too much.  With the decline in night time temperatures being far more noticeable, we
all headed to our tents after the sun set.  
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Twin Fall stream lunch stop



Sunday dawned fine  and clear  with  the  ridgeline  straight  behind the  campsite  as  our
objective.  After an essential piece of gear was retrieved from the campsite, we were on
our way up the ridgeline to point 1828 and to warm up.  After sorting out a route through
the rocks, it was straight forward the rest of the way.  That was until in my haste I forgot to
look up when going through a large rock field and tried to take on a rock with my helmet
less head.  It worked like a second cup of coffee.  The terrain kept changing with a bit of
down climbing through some more rotten rock before reaching the saddle at the top of
Discovery Stream.  A nice basin at the top, that would also make for a good campsite if
there is water around.  Heading along the top of the Polar range we kept looking over the
edge  at the interesting downward vertical views into Sudden Valley.  We were wondering
where is the route down, but Doug’s excellent knowledge of this area and the route kept us
going until we rounded the last ridgeline obstacles close to Mt Scott where the Col and
shingle slide open up for the run down to Sudden Valley.    

From here the terrain changes again and there were patches of snow still evident in some
shady spots at the head of Sudden Valley. Plus several Kea playing around in the shade of
the valley.   Another stop to breath in the scenery that is better than my office any day of
the week, before tackling the valley floor down to Sudden Valley Bivouac.   Lunch at the
hut was delightful with the sun shining and the valley looking pristine.  This was just one of
those weekends where you don’t really want to leave.  It was just too nice a day and too
nice a place to move on.  But eventually we carried on down the valley. 

After a few river crossings with the river temperature not that cold we arrived at Barrier
Falls.  After following the track and sidling out through to the chute that has slipped with
massive amounts of shingle coming down to the main river route again.  The sights here
are worth taking in.  Again my camera skills don’t do justice to the scenery on offer at this
location.  While I endeavoured to capture a cascading waterfall from underneath with a
picture or two.  Lynette was keen to take on the river for a swim, but there was not much
interest from Doug Jeff  or Catlin.  Finally I  found a sort  of water hole before reaching
Hawdon Shelter.  Doug did a great job in showing us a terrific piece of classic tramping.  It
was pretty hard to head back to the office after being on scenery overload for two days
under clear blue skies of Autumn.  I suppose thats why we do it and keep coming back.  

  

Trampers included Catlin (USA Dude), Jeff Hall,  Lynette Hartley Doug Forster (Leader)
and Bill King (Scribe).
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Mt Scott and our descent Col on the right



3-5 April 2015

Nelson Lakes - Mount Angelus

...... It was Easter and the 'bloody' moon was nothing compared to the full. The night valley
filled with light, shadows, reflections and colour; and the cackles .... the witches were out
and not much sleep for all. That was our third, the very best! 

Off we went toe nails clipped and rations packed. Traffic was heavy and Murchison bustled
with motor cycles, boats and jet skis. An outdoor sunny cafe lunch.  Our journey together
began. 

Shower tokens and Mount Robert map purchased at Saint Arnaud DOC and the 36 berth
Angelus  Hut  and its  camp sites were already fully booked.  Insect  repellent  and SPF
applied, the air was hot and the light bright. We followed the track down to Lake Rotoiti
and four  easy hours later  around the lakeside we hit  Coldwater  Hut.  Bath time,  cold
crossed buns and dinner.  Maple leaf Adam made plunger coffee for all with his new MSR
reactor burner. Awesome prezzy Dad!  A must buy for us all. 

In the morning the drizzle started and we made our way to Hopeless Hut. Shaun saw a
giant  Easter  bunny  he  was  sure,  the  endorphins  had  kicked  in.  A rodent  in  a  thar's
disguise? Hut night with Kookaburra Oz and two Czech's. Kookaburra is soon back to Oz
to tidy up our Anzac brother's politics.  We had a hut pet, mouse. There was a scramble, to
hang food bags high. 

In the morning up the valley for a swim in the tarn for many. Cool collect Adam had a
mighty  20  min  bathe.  A little  lobster  pink  when  he  ventured  out.  Lunch  time  and
Maurizio's well packed food had been morselled. A full grain roll and the very best of Italian
Parmesan. Mickey had the very best of taste and did not bother with dehydrated offerings. 

 Up to the top of the saddle and all except Catherine and Maurizio made the final ascent to
the summit of Mount Angelus. Catherine found vegetable sheep, not too soft not too firm
and jumped boots and all into her -20 Celsius comfort zone bag. Nap time before the full
moon ahead. 
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Final day, heading towards Lake Angelus



 A new dawn and we promptly made our way to Angelus Hut for smoko and then onto
Speargrass Hut for lunch.  NW gales were forecast so we continued on the alternative
speargrass route as opposed to the Mount Robert ridge. 

Dinner at The Vault, Murchison. OMG curtains, chairs, glasses - ever so posh... The best
fare we had, prize winning venison pie, burgers, chops and steak.. Highly recommended.
Some ideas for club night talks were discussed. Fungi on the track. Shaun has a keen
interest and many photos and Cat has an American friend an expert on fungi. Maybe a
night for us to also taste, share and compare American spare rib recipes. What a fun night,
Catherine will even dress up as a Katy Perry mushroom. 

The long safe drive home. Thank you Warrick, and Maurizio too for being a second pair of
road eyes. And yes, Maurizio was sure he saw a kiwi run across the tarmack. No road kill
thank goodness. 

 Lots of caring and sharing. Thank you gentlemen, a thoroughly enjoyable Easter tramp. A
well lead adventure by meticulous clear-skinned Warwick. Cheers! 

 PS We wish Catlin a safe trip home to Alabama and we hope to see him again soon with
fungi friend attached. 

 The  Easter  Brigade  included  Warwick  Dowling  (leader),  Catherine  Newman  (scribe),
Maurizio Sirena, Adam Burke, Shaun Wong, Catlin Cade, Sam Newhouse. 

18th April 2015

Avalanche Peak to Mt Bealey

If ever theres a CTC trip that encompasses the whole gamut of South Island scenery in a
few hours then this is it.

A 1100 metre ascent through beech forest leading to glacier views. Followed by an airy
alpine ridge traverse that leads to a superb (rated 8 out of 10 by some in our party) scree
descent into a shady alpine stream. 

All of this followed by a super warm-down in the Wobbly Kea with baskets of chips and
nachos. (I think they accidently doubled up on our orders and we got far more than we
paid for). 
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Looking across to our descent route and scree run. 



There are many good day tramps in NZ. 

Some of the best ones are right under our noses. 

Do NZ trampers take this sort of thing for granted? Probably! 

Name a better day tramp please CTC’ers? 

The day tramp of the year is ...? 

Criteria  based  on  variety  of  scenery,  fauna  and  flora  and  the  x  factor.  Grade  of  trip
unimportant.  Although  we  could  have  a  trip  for  each  category,  ie  Easy/Mod,  Mod,
Mod/hard etc. 

By the way, many thanks to our trip leader Natasha Sydenenko who did a sterling job
coping with the other dozen on the trip. 

They were... 

Adam  Jensen,  Bill  Johnson,  Bryce  Williamson,  Elizabeth  Eadon-Jones,  Flo  Roberts,
Marcus  Crabtree,  Natasha  Sydorenko,  Paul  Titus,  Rodger  Smith,  Rodney  Erickson,
Shaun Wong, Sonya Wang, Richard Kimberley 

28 March 2015

Mt Barrosa

....... and as the fog lifted saint Jonathan appeared at the foot of Barrosa in a white chariot
and his halo of grey. King Richard inspected our armour for its aqua resistance and Liz,
sporting suspender-less jet stay ups, fuelled us with home baked ANZACS (both traditional
and chocolate!). Nummy. We soldiered up and layers were quickly peeled.  Our sparkling
ripped bodies reached the top. Once refuelled, hydrated and rested we were ready for our
battle. It soon begun and we were struck with our first casualty.  Young Aron's hamstrung
pulled! Maurizio with his magic touch stretched and massaged the spasm. Mani made a
mercy dash down to fetch Doctor Elizabeth and our King. They were well geared with first
aid, emergency blanket, and locator beckon if needed, and of course squillgy worms. After
a good break and a bit of love, Aron was guided down the mount with the aid of poles. A
group ahead went to shuffle cars whilst Gloria and Sonja effectively marked the way down
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Rodger,Markus,Richard,Natasha,Roddus,Elizabeth,Paul,Shaun,Sonya,Adam.
Photographer Bill. 



for the rescue party behind.  Brave Aron was all smiles at the bottom and Maurizio and the
Doc worked a miracle. A few fraulein made a beauty dash for a bathe in the stream. Back
to reality at Mobil Rakaia and to the temptations of it including ice creams, fried sausages,
curry rolls,  soft  drinks and chips. A great battle.  We conquered Barrosa with only one
casualty. Glorious perfect weather, an awesome trip!!   Thank you Almighty One. Welcome
to the club Aron! 

PS Club members must be aware it is an offence to remove anything from a national park,
including beautiful rocks. Take nothing but photos and leave nothing but foot prints.  

The platoon included Richard  Lobb (leader),  Catherine  Newman (scribe),  Mani  Singh,
Harpreet  Kour,  Sonja  Wang,  Anna  Herlender,  Maurizio  Siren,  Rodger  Smith,  Bryce
Williamson (photographer), Karen Tait, Gloria Lee, Liz Tanner, Aron Mead, Dr Elizabeth
Eadon-Jones, Rodney Erickson, Jonathan Carr. 

 

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

Merrell boots for sale.: Merrell 45 Trail Hoop Birch boots (45 degrees) Mens size US -8,
UK -7.5, EUR- 41.5. Sturdy boot with new laces. $25.00 Contact Noeline Marsh phone
9421519 cell 021 0416682 email noelinebmarsh@gmail.com
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Climbing to Pt 1218



More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Vice President: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545

Secretary: Angela Lowery 0220889370

Treasurer: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-2989

New Members 
Rep:

Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Alan Ross 384-2989

Social 
Convenor:

Kate Taylor 980-8224

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Editor: Sam Cook 344-0083

Hut Convenor: Brian Dougan

IT Convenor: Richard Lobb 351-2344

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings,
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329;
or  if  they’re  both  away,  Andrew  Wrapson  980-6006.  Hut  fees  are  $15  member,  $15
member's  partner,  $20  non-member,  $5  kids  under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or
maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut  convenor,  Brian  Dougan,
srotje@yahoo.com.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear  assigned to  you  is  your  responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 May 2015 – Thanks.
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